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Candle lighting 4:20 PM
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Dear Parents and Friends,
A flying recycling bin gave me a fresh perspective
just when I needed it. Allow me to explain.
Although my husband and I would be considered
“empty nesters”, our home is rarely empty,
particularly on Shabbos. Family friends come for
meals, pop in for a visit, or spend entire Shabbos
with us. They enhance our Shabbos and our lives. I
am sure that there was a time when we did not
have any guests or visitors, but it had to have been
a very long time ago. I certainly don’t remember.
It happened that this was going to be one of those
Shabbosim when our “regulars” would all be away.
I knew I would miss the company, the fun
conversations, and the populated Shabbos table.
However, in my mind’s eye, I imagined a quiet
peaceful Shabbos. It would be just my husband and
myself for the Seudos. I would daven, read, relax,
and spend some time with myself. It would be a
novel experience, one that I would relish – I was so
convinced that this would be an extraordinary,
albeit quiet, Shabbos, that when my husband
asked if I wanted to invite guests from the
community, I confidently said that it wouldn’t be
necessary.
It had been an unusually busy week, and I was
looking forward to the tranquility… or so I thought.
I benched licht reveling in the quietude of the next
25 hours. Usually, at some point after licht
benching, my daughter-in-law comes to visit us,
and we spend an enjoyable time catching up.
When I reminded myself that she would not be
coming, I began to miss her. As I waited for my
husband to come home from Shule, I picked up my
Tehillim and tried to daven with extra
concentration. Strange as it sounds, the quiet
sounded very noisy and distracting.
My husband came home from Shule, and we
proceeded to have our Friday night seudah. It was
actually quite lovely, but the empty chairs at the
table seemed to wonder where guests were.
Shabbos proceeded the way I had imagined,
serene and peaceful; it was just too serene and too
peaceful. While I didn’t have guests at my table,

they were certainly visiting in my mind. My
thoughts kept wandering to people – my children,
my grandchildren, my extended family, my friends,
my students, (you get the idea). I tried, I really
tried. I discovered, though, that refocusing is not
one of my preferred activities.
It was early in the afternoon when there was a
knock at my door. It was an elderly woman who
introduced herself as my neighbor who lived on
the next block. She explained that our recycling
bin had landed on her lawn. It had been extremely
windy, and the wind carried our recycling bin to
the next block.
I thanked her profusely for letting me know and
wished her a good day. Noticing that she was
reluctant to leave, I asked her if there was
anything else that she needed. Her eyes were
darting from corner to corner in my living and
dining room absorbing their contents. After a few
moments, she said, “What a lovely home you have.
It is so calm and peaceful. You have a good day as
well.”
When she left, I looked at my living and dining
room through fresh eyes. I saw my beautiful
leichter gleaming as the afternoon sun hit it. I saw
my hand-crafted bookcases filled with beloved
sefarim, sefarim that nourish the soul and feed the
mind.
I saw the pictures of the Gedolim gracing our walls.
I saw the uplifting and joy evoking photographs of
my children and grandchildren, and I felt the
Kedusha of Shabbos permeating through the
walls, and I was suffused with simcha laced with
contentment and serenity.
Nothing happens without the orchestration of
Hashem. Winds “just don’t happen” to blow,
recycling bins “just don’t happen” to fly, and
neighbors don’t “just happen” to stop by. The
circumstances were rather unique, but the lesson
was eternal. Serenity can come in different forms
and from different sources, but it always starts in
the heart.
Good Shabbos and a Freilichen Chanukah,
Mrs. Katz
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DECEMBER 2021
KISLEV - TEVES, 5782

DECEMBER
2 First Report
3 Shabbos Chanukah– NO CLASSES
5 Chanukah Weekend – NO CLASSES
6 Parent/Teacher Conferences – NO CLASSES
24 ½ Day – Boys and Girls Limudei Kodesh ONLY
30 – JANUARY 2ND – MID-WINTER BREAK NO CLASSES

PARNES HAYOM – A DAY OF LEARNING
To honor or remember a loved one.
Parnes Hayom
Parnes Hayom (Daily Sponsor) is an opportunity to dedicate a day of davening and
learning at Politz Hebrew Academy. Your dedication can be made in honor of a birthday,
special event or momentous occasion, or in memory of a loved one on or around a
Yahrtzeit, or in the merit of a Refuah Shelaima.
The sponsorship of the day will be announced at the beginning of each class by the
Rebbe/Morah thereby notifying the students that the z’chus of their learning is in honor of,
or in memory of, the individual.
In addition, we will publish the sponsorship in our newsletter, Reflections.
Minimum donation is $50.
Please call Mrs. Wellerstein at 215-969-5960 x160 or Mrs. Volkov x 171, to have it
arranged.
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William Penn visited the 4th grade to tell the classes about his life.
Part of the presentation had the students pretending they were
part of the Penn family and friends who came over on the voyage
that brought Penn to his newly established colony.
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William Penn presented the same program to the 4th Grade boys
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7th Grade Boys’ Cell Project
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8th Grade Boys studying
Newtons 2nd Law of Motion
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Dear Politz Parents, Grandparents, Alumni and Friends,
We are thrilled to present this new effortless initiative to raise funds for Politz Hebrew
Academy. Everyone can have the opportunity to participate easily, increase the amount
of much needed scholarship dollars, and have the Mitzvah of supporting PHA.
The program is called PUSHKA.
This is an example of how PUSHKA works:
When you make a credit card purchase of $11.47, the program automatically rounds up
the change in the purchase to the nearest dollar. That extra change does not get charged
on your credit card. It is tallied and once a week is withdrawn from your bank account.
PUSHKA then deposits 90% of that amount (in this example it is 90% of $.53 ($.48)) into
our Politz bank account.
It is simple to sign up to PUSHKA. Log onto: https://pushka.fund/. There is a video
available which shows each step.
https://intercom.help/sparechange/en/articles/5635305-what-to-expect-whencreating-your-donor-account
You control the maximum that you want given to PUSHKA each day. I have my
account set to not exceed $.99 per day. By keeping that in mind, those who keep small
balances in their checking accounts will not have to worry about overdrafts.
You are fulfilling the mitzvah of giving Tzedakah every time you make a purchase, and
it is so easy. Should you have any questions, please feel free to email me or call me at
215-833-7016.
PLEASE SIGN UP! IT’S EASY!
Sincerely,
Karen Krebs-Wellerstein
Director of Development
A word about the founder of PUSHKA:
Mr. Ross Lefkowitz who has a background in mechanical engineering, an MBA and a minor
in computer science was in spired to create P USHKA while studying one of the
commentaries in Pirkei Avot . He said that in one commentary, Rambam introduces the
argument of giving a smaller amount of tzedakah daily vs giving a larger sum once.
Rambam’s encouragement was to give daily.
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EITC – Educational Improvement Tax Credit
BUSINESSES & INDIVIDUAL TAXPAYERS CAN PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROGRAM
BUSINESSES
By participating in the EITC program, businesses and individuals will
not only know where their tax dollars are going, they will also decide
how they are being spent, all while supporting Jewish education in our
community.

Individuals and business owners can participate in any or all of four
distinct tax credit programs that support education.
Three of the programs, EITC (SO), Pre-K (PKSO) and OSTC provide
needs-based scholarships to lower and moderate-income families which
the Foundation directs to support students attending Jewish day schools
and pre-schools:
EITC (SO) – Education Improvement Tax Credit for grades K-12
Businesses that pay taxes to the Commonwealth complete a simple online
application to participate in one or more of four educational tax credit
programs. Upon approval, the taxpayer can receive a credit for between
75% – 100% of their Pennsylvania state tax liability (taxes owed) for up to
$1.887 million by making contributions to the Foundation. Notes: 1) 2 year
commitment, at a 90% tax credit each year are preferred, and 2) There is
no minimum Pennsylvania annual tax liability or tax credit required of a
business participant.
INDIVIDUAL TAXPAYERS
It is a recent change in the law that allows individual PA taxpayers to
participate in Pennsylvania’s EITC program. Pennsylvania has expanded
the definition of a business to include a Special Purpose Entity (SPE). The
sole and only purpose for an SPE to exist is for individuals’ PA personal tax
liabilities to flow through it so these individuals can participate in the EITC
program. An individual must become a member of an SPE in order to use
their personal tax liability for EITC program participation, and it is the SPE
which makes the actual application to the state.
To make it easy for those individuals interested in supporting the
Foundation, which supports Jewish pre and day schools in the Philadelphia
area, a Special Purpose Entity has been created on behalf of the Foundation
called Pennsylvania Education Partnership, LLC. PEPLLC will provide
guidance on this process for those contributing a minimum of
approximately $6,000. Those participating at a lower amount will need to
consult a professional to create an SPE.
Who qualifies to participate as an individual? This means W-2s,
consultants, shareholders, partners or members of large firms, and some
retirees,…most anyone can use their PA personal taxes to secure a state tax
credit and federal charitable tax deduction.
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A Tribute gift is a meaningful way to convey sympathy to the
bereaved, memorialize a loved one, commemorate a special
occasion, a mazel tov or to honor a persons life and
accomplishments. Each card is $10, 5 for $45.

EASILY RAISE MONEY FOR POLITZ HEBREW ACADEMY
AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support
Politz Hebrew Academy every time you shop, at no cost to you.
AmazonSmile is available at smile.amazon.com on your web browser.

BOOKMARK it for your convenience!
AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to
Politz Hebrew Academy.

https://smile.amazon.com

https://www.boxtops4education.com
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SUPPORT P’TACH!
1. Luach Z’marai Hayom wall calendar
for 5782 containing earliest time for
tefillin, sun-rise, latest Shma, latest
shacharis, earliest mincha, shkiya,
sunset, nightfall.
2. Mitzvah cards for all occasions –births,
Bar Mitzvas, Aveilus etc.
5 cards for $10.00 or $3.50 each card to
be mailed out for you.
P’TACH supports the efforts of
Politz Hebrew Academy.
LET US RECIPROCATE!
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NOVEMBER SCHOOL BREAKFAST 2021
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Nov 1
VAN CROISSANT
APPLE
MILK

2
DANISH
JUICE
MILK

3
YOGURT
APPLESAUCE CUP
MILK

4
MUFFINS
ORANGE
MILK

5
CINNAMON
DANISH
FRUIT CUP
MILK

8
VAN CROISSANT
APPLE
MILK

9
DANISH
JUICE
MILK

10
YOGURT
FRUIT CUP
MILK

11
VAN CROISSANT
CLEMENTINE
MILK

12
CINNAMON
DANISH
APPLESAUCE CUP
MILK

15
VAN CROISSANT
APPLE
MILK

16
FLAVORED
DANISH
JUICE
MILK

17
YOGURT
APPLESAUCE CUP
MILK

18
MUFFINS
ORANGE
MILK

19
CINNAMON
DANISH
FRUIT SQUEEZE
MILK

22
VAN CROISSANT
APPLE
MILK

23
FLAVORED
DANISH
JUICE
MILK

24
YOGURT
FRUIT CUP
MILK

25
VAN CROISSANT
CLEMENTINE
MILK

26
CINNAMON
DANISH
APPLESAUCE CUP
MILK

29
VAN CROISSANT
APPLE
MILK

30
FLAVORED
DANISH
JUICE
MILK

DEC 1
YOGURT
APPLESAUCE CUP
MILK

2
MUFFINS
ORANGE
MILK

3
CINNAMON
DANISH
FRUIT SQUEEZE
MILK

6
VAN CROISSANT
APPLE
MILK

7
FLAVORED
DANISH
JUICE
MILK

8
YOGURT
FRUIT CUP
MILK

9
VAN CROISSANT
CLEMENTINE
MILK

10
CINNAMON
DANISH
APPLESAUCE CUP
MILK

Ages
1-2
3-5
6-12

Milk
½ cup
¾ cup
1 cup

Fruit, Vegetables or both
¼ cup
½ cup
½ cup

Grains
½ oz.
½ oz.
1 oz.
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NOVEMBER 2021 KOSHER SCHOOL HOT LUNCH
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Reminder:
Reminder: Freezer
Fridge Should Be Less
Should Be Less
Than
Than 0 Degrees
42 Degrees

NOV. 1
CHICKEN WRAP
CARROTS
PRETZEL
SLICE APPLE
JUICE

2
BAKED ZITI
BREADED
BROCCOLI
STRING CHEESE
ORANGE
MILK

3
BOLOGNA DELI
WW BREAD
TORTILLA CHIPS
SNACK CARROTS
PEARS
JUICE

4
CHEESE BLINTZ X
2
POTATO KUGEL
SLICE APPLE
MILK

5
PIZZA
FRENCH FRIES
SLICED CHEESE
APPLE
MILK

8
BEEF BURGERS
CHERRY TOMATOES
PRETZELS
KETCHUP
SLICE APPLE
JUICE

9
MAC AND CHEESE
STEAMED
BROCCOLI
STRING CHEESE
ORANGE
MILK

10
DELI
WW WRAP
TORTILLA CHIPS
SNACK CARROTS
PEARS
JUICE

11
CHEESE PRETZEL
DICED POTATO
SLICE APPLE
MILK

12
PIZZA
FRENCH FRIES
SLICED CHEESE
APPLE
MILK

15
FISH BURGER
CAESAR SALAD
SLICE APPLE
MILK

16
BAKED ZITI
YELLOW CORN
STRING CHEESE
ORANGE
MILK

17
DELI
WW BREAD
CARROTS
PEARS
JUICE

18
FALAFEL
PITA BREAD
HUMMUS/TAHINI
ISRAELI SALAD
FRENCH FRIES
GRAPES
MILK

19
PIZZA
POTATO PUFFS
SLICED CHEESE
APPLE
MILK

22
TUNA CUPS
DINNER ROLL
TORTILLA CHIPS
CORN CUPS
SLICE APPLE
MILK

23
MAC AND CHEESE
STEAMED
BROCCOLI
STRING CHEESE
ORANGE
MILK

24
FISH STICKS
POTATO LATKES
PRETZEL
APPLE SAUCE
MILK

25
CHEESE PRETZEL
CAESAR SALAD
SLICE APPLE
MILK

26
PIZZA
DICED POTATOES
SLICED CHEESE
APPLE
MILK

29
CHICKEN
SANDWICH
CHERRY TOMATOES
TORTILLA CHIPS
SLICE APPLE
JUICE

30
BAKED ZITI
YELLOW CORN
STRING CHEESE
ORANGE
MILK

Dec.1
DELI
WW BREAD
SNACK CARROTS
PEARS
JUICE

2
POTATO KNISH
SLICE CHEESE
WW PRETZELS
SLICE APPLE
MILK

3
PIZZA
FRENCH FRIES
SLICED CHEESE
APPLE
MILK

